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paroxysm of passing want or passion, as of hunger 01 of
rage; so that his will is swept away by the more vehement
assault Afterwards, when the satisfied dcsne falls to sleep
again, and in its absence the durable affection returns and
makes him conscious of the hurt it has sustained, he cannot
but experience, in this changed mood, regret for his short-
sighted conduct. his temporary satisfaction has entailed on
him a peimanent pain. I am far from denying that the
process here described really takes place. the question is,
whether the feeling in which it issues is identical with the
moral sentiment of which it professes to give an account.
The whole stress of the explanation is thrown upon a time-
measure: a shoit want is gratified: a long one is dis-
appointed : so, the disappointment survives, and that is all
But surely, these conditions may occur, without a trace of
the phenomenon which is the object of our quest The in-
cidents of outwaid nature may realise them without any
human will at all. A sudden rain at evening may rejoice the
heart of an Indian commander whose battalion is faint and
pining with drought: by next day it has swollen the water-
courses, and penned him in between impassable rivers to al-
most certain destruction by overwhelming force. Momentary
joy is exchanged for irretrievable disappointment, without,
however, approaching any feature of the conscience at all.
Do you say, e Of course it is undeistood that, m order to give
rise to the feeling in question, the agent must himself be
the cause of the evil deplored>' Very well: then that
feeling must be something more than 'regret? and be
directed upon something more special than the difference
between a brief enjoyment and a long suffering; and,
instead of using indifferently the words 'remorse' and
* regret/ we must investigate their specific difference. Let,
then, the action proceed, not from the external elements,
but from myself; and suppose that I regard myself as
strictly a part of the organism of nature, a wheel of given
function in its mechanism, with movement determined by
its contiguous part, and transmitting the permeating' energy